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ABSTRACT 
This article explores the homoeopathic remedy Conchiolinum, derived from the mother of pearl (nacreous layer of 
mollusk shells). Mother of pearl, known for its iridescent beauty and traditional healing uses across various cultures, 
has found a place in homoeopathic medicine as Conchiolinum. The remedy is prepared from the organic conchiolin 
matrix of nacre, which is believed to carry specific energetic and therapeutic properties. This paper presents the 
homoeopathic picture of Conchiolinum, including its source, preparation, key indications, and clinical applications. 
The remedy is indicated for various conditions including dental disorders, bone pathologies, emotional disturbances, 
and skin affections. The characteristic symptoms, modalities, and therapeutic range are discussed based on 
homoeopathic materia medica and clinical experience. The unique healing potential of this oceanic-derived substance 
is highlighted, bridging traditional knowledge with modern homoeopathic practice. 
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Introduction 
Homeopathy is often described as an ocean of healing 
gems — a vast, evolving Materia medica composed of 
remedies drawn from mineral, plant, and animal 
kingdoms. Among these, sea remedies occupy a 
special place: distilled from organisms adapted to the 
unique pressures, salinities, and rhythms of marine 
life, they bring distinctive energetic signatures and 
therapeutic possibilities to the homoeopathic 
repertoire. As homoeopathy advances, new proving 
from the animal kingdom and focused explorations of 
marine sources continue to enrich this ocean of 
remedies. 
The marine world itself is astonishingly diverse, 
ranging from microscopic plankton and photosynthetic 
plants and algae to complex marine invertebrates, 
reptiles, seabirds, and mammals. Each group offers 
potential remedies that reflect specific modes of life, 
defence, and adaptation. Among molluscs, pearls stand 
out not only as gems but as a source of remedy 
potential: formed when saltwater pearl oysters (family 
Pteridine) or freshwater mussels (family Unio) secrete 
nacre, the lustrous substance that builds the pearl. This 
interplay of biology, environment, and subtle energetic 
expression makes sea-derived remedies a rich field for 
homoeopathic study and clinical application. 
 
Origin and Nature 
Synonyms — Mother of pearl (Mandal ML, 2012) 
(JH.) 
Kingdom — Animal (JH.) 

Source — Conchiolinum is prepared from Mother-of-
Pearl (the iridescent inner layer of mollusk shells). 
(SK, 2010) (Mandal ML, 2012) 
Form — Typically used in triturated form (powdered 
preparation). (S., 2013)(JH.) 
Analogues — Closely related in action to Calcarea 
carbonica and Calcarea phosphorica, which are also 
shell-derived remedies. (JH.) 
Clinical note — Mother of pearl (Osteitis). Has a 
wide range of action in bone affections, especially 
when the growing ends are affected. (Petechić). Silica; 
Psorin; Sulph. (Boericke) 
 
Kingdom analysis 
Core theme of animal kingdom— sensitivity to 
relationships, comparison with others, competition, 
hierarchy, dominance and submission, victim–
aggressor dynamics, and the development of defensive 
strategies for survival. 
 
Sea remedies 
 Transitory, shapeless: uncertainty, doubt, 

indecision. 
 Behavioural: weak, secretive, hiding. 
 Boundary disturbances: difficulty maintaining 

personal boundaries; fear of invasion or 
engulfment. 

 Water language: flow, drift, swim, sink. 
 Affinities: attraction to beaches; like to swim; 

sense of unseen threat. 
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 Vulnerability / protection: fear of being injured, 
touched, invaded; withdrawing, hiding, escaping; 
contraction, spasms, numbness, unfeeling. 

 Relationships: lack of trust, poor communication, 
difficulty connecting or being intimate. 

 Family issues: disappointment, hurt, grief, 
isolation, feeling forsaken or misunderstood. 

 Privacy: strong need for privacy; fear of intrusion. 
 Affect: inhibition, guilt, shame, lack of confidence, 

poor self-image. 
 Developmental: immaturity and dependency. 
 Food and nurture: problems with mother; 

allergies. 
 Sexuality: confusion of sexual identity. 
 Movement: resistant to change, anchored. 
 Body affinities: hormonal issues, glands, thyroid, 

testes, heart, lungs. 
 Hydration: water retention, dryness. 
 Skin: allergies, itching, burning, stinging. 
 Disposition: floating, up-and-down, high-spirited. 
 
Molluscs 
Main theme — Outer world versus inner world. 
 Vulnerability when exposed to the outer world; 

retreating into the safety of the shell while 
simultaneously experiencing confinement or 
suffocation within it. 

 In and out, freedom versus restriction; 
characteristic opening–closing gestures. 

 Morphology: soft, jelly-like body; muscular foot; 
tethered, digging, isolated; caged, imprisoned, 
enclosed, secluded, separated, disconnected. 

 Shell as Armor: breaking, cracking, fragmenting, 
disintegrating; hammering security; house 
symbolism; confusion; absent-mindedness; difficulty 
in thinking. 

 Emotional stasis: indifference. 
 
Mentals 
 Mood: sadness, despondency, depression, 

melancholy (Hompath., 2018). 
 Personality: cheerful, jesting, joyous exterior; 

hurried, impatient, industrious; industrious with a 
tendency toward excessive work, accompanied by 
rapid thoughts and marked forgetfulness. 

 Cognition: forgets words, difficulty concentrating 
during conversation or study; concentration may be 
better in the evening. 

 Anxiety: about future and health; pervasive fear that 
everything will fail; guilty conscience with delusions 
of having committed a crime. (Dynamics., 2024) 

 Defence and relationship patterns: comparison, 
competition, projection, domination, victim–
aggressor roles; secrecy; hiding; withdrawal; need 
for privacy; fear of intrusion. 

 Sexuality: confusion of sexual identity; inhibited 
sexual expression. 

 Dreams: division—two persons in one; lewd, 
lascivious emissions; quiet dreams; danger. 
(Dynamics., 2024) 

 
Physical 
Sphere of action 
 Bone, especially when the growing ends are 

affected: lower jaw, scapula, humerus, radius, tibia, 
fibula, tarsal, metatarsal. (JH.) 

 
Pathology 
 Osteitis, periostitis, osteomyelitis, pyaemia, 

septicaemia. (Hompath., 2018) 
 Abscesses and suppuration of joints; circumscribed 

hard swellings; benign tumours (enchondroma, 
exostoses). (Hompath., 2018) 

 
Ailments from 
 Exposure to dust: observations in mother-of-pearl 

factory workers show inhalation of dust produces 
catarrh of respiratory organs and later inflammation 
of bone ends. (JH.) 

 Age: affects young subjects more commonly. (JH.) 
 
Clinical course and signs (JH.) (Hompath., 2018) 
 General inflammation of bones from dust; begins in 
diaphysis, may spread to epiphyses. 
 Initial intense bone pain, sudden onset; at first 
continuous, later intermittent. 
 Fever, thirst, loss of appetite, sleeplessness, dark-
coloured urine with sediment. 
 Swelling develops on one end of diaphysis; sharp 
margins; painful to slightest touch. 
 Swelling initially soft, later becomes hard; 
hypersensitivity to touch. 
 Abscess formation, suppuration, septic 
complications. 
 Benign tumours and circumscribed hard spots. 
 
Generalities (Dynamics., 2024) 
 Food desires: bell peppers; crunchy foods (nuts, 
cookies, crusts); milk products; peanuts. 
 Secretions: greenish, ropy, tenacious mucus. 
 Bone pathology: inflammation, swelling, 
circumscribed hard spots, elastic non-pitting swellings. 
 Dreams: division—two persons in one—reflect 
inner conflict between freedom and restriction. 
Mental rubrics (Dynamics., 2024) 
 Mind; cheerfulness 
 Mind; contented 
 Mind; hurry, haste 
 Mind; jesting 
 Mind; thoughts; rapid, quick 
 Mind; forgetfulness; say, for what he is about to 
 Mind; delusions, imaginations; crime; committed, 
he had 
 Mind; delusions, imaginations; fail, everything 
will 
 
Some pathological rubrics (Dynamics., 2024) 
 Generalities; exostoses 
 Generalities; tumors, benign; enchondroma 
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 Generalities; inflammation; bones, osteitis; 
osteomyelitis 
 
General rubrics (Dynamics., 2024) 
 Generalities; food and drinks; bell peppers; 
desires; green 
 Generalities; food and drinks; crunchy food, nuts, 
cookies, hard crusts, desires 
 Generalities; food and drinks; milk, milk 
products, dairy; desires; milkshake 
 Generalities; food and drinks; peanuts; desires 
 Generalities; inflammation; bones, osteitis; 
diaphysis 
 Generalities; secretions of mucous membranes; 
greenish 
 Generalities; secretions of mucous membranes; 
ropy, tenacious, stringy 
 Generalities; swelling; bones; diaphysis 
 Generalities; swelling; bones; long, circumscribed 
spot 
 Generalities; swelling; bones; shafts 
 Generalities; swelling; elastic, would not pit; hard 
like bone 
 Generalities; swelling; fluctuating, bones 
 Generalities; swelling; painful; sore to touch, 
bones 
 Generalities; tumors, benign; enchondroma 
 
Particulars (Dynamics., 2024) 
 Nose: sneezing; night; eleven pm. 
 Head; pain, headache; blindness or complaints of 
vision, precede or attend; right 
 Face: inflammation; bones. 
 Vision; blurred; right 
 Teeth: pain, toothache; sore, bruised; roots. 
 Nose; sneezing; night; eleven pm. 
 Teeth; pain, toothache; sore, bruised; roots 
 Throat: pain; part, marked off; pain; spots. 
 Stomach: appetite increased; hunger in general; 
eating; after. 
 Stomach: emptiness, weak feeling; eat, eating; after. 
 Stomach: heartburn, cardialgia; night; eleven pm. 
 Stomach; appetite; increased, hunger in general; 
nausea; with 
 Stomach; nausea; sudden, paroxysmal 
 Female: itching; vagina; menses; before. 
 Male; emissions, pollutions, seminal; sleep, during 
 Speech & voice: changeable, changed; voice. 
 Back: pain; rubber, as if made out of, spine. 
 Back; pain; lumbar region, lumbago; inspiration agg. 
 
Dreams rubrics (Dynamics., 2024) 
 Dreams; divided; two persons, in 
 Dreams; lewd, lascivious, voluptuous; emissions, 
pollutions, with seminal 
 Dreams; quiet 
 Dreams; danger 
 Dreams; colourful 
 

Clinical note — Dreams of division—two persons in 
one—reflect the inner conflict between freedom and 
restriction, openness and withdrawal, mirroring the 
mollusc’s life within its shell. 
 
Conclusion 
Conchiolinum embodies the paradox of protection 
and vulnerability, mirroring the mollusc’s existence. 
It resonates with patients who struggle between 
retreating into safety and yearning for connection. 
Clinically it shows a marked affinity for bone and 
periosteal pathology, especially in younger subjects 
and in contexts of dust exposure with suppuration and 
circumscribed swellings. Psychologically it presents as 
alternating cheerfulness and deep melancholy, rapid 
thought with forgetfulness, guilt, shame, and 
relationship difficulties rooted in fear of intrusion and 
need for privacy. As a sea remedy, Conchiolinum 
enriches the homoeopathic Materia Medica with its 
unique sphere of action on bones, emotions, and 
relationships, offering healing where fragility meets 
resilience. 
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