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ABSTRACT
Background: The concepts of the Living Qur’an and Living Hadith have emerged as significant approaches
in contemporary Islamic scholarship, emphasizing how sacred texts are authenticated, interpreted, and
embodied in the everyday religious practices of Muslim communities. Alongside this development, takhrij
practices and the study of ahkam (legal) hadith play a crucial role in ensuring the reliability, authority, and
practical application of prophetic traditions.
Objective: Despite the growing body of research on living textual traditions and hadith verification,
systematic syntheses integrating these perspectives remain limited. This gap has resulted in a fragmented
understanding of how takhrij methodologies and ahkam hadith analysis contribute to the lived authority of
the Qur’an and Hadith in contemporary Muslim scholarship.
Methods: This study addresses the gap through a systematic literature review guided by the PRISMA
framework. Comprehensive searches were conducted in the Scopus and Web of Science databases using
keywords related to “Living Qur’an,” “Living Hadith,” takhrij, and ahkam hadith. From 47 initial records,
27 studies met the predefined inclusion criteria and were selected for qualitative synthesis. An integrative
analytical approach was employed to compare methodologies, themes, and scholarly trends.
Results: The review identifies three major themes: (1) lived manifestations of scriptural engagement through
rituals, devotional practices, and socio-cultural expressions; (2) methodological emphases on hadith
authentication, takhrij, and legal interpretation to establish textual authority; and (3) contemporary
developments, including contextual application, educational transmission, and digital mediation of Islamic
knowledge. These findings demonstrate the close relationship between scholarly verification processes and
the practical embodiment of religious teachings.
Conclusion: The synthesis highlights the dynamic interaction between textual criticism and lived practice,
illustrating how takhrij and ahkam hadith analysis sustain the credibility and relevance of the Qur’an and
Hadith in modern Muslim life. The study offers a consolidated framework for future research on the
integration of hadith methodology and lived religious experience within contemporary Islamic studies.
Keywords: Living Qur’an, Living Hadith, Takhrij al-Hadith, Ahkam Hadith, Systematic Literature
Review
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1. INTRODUCTION Recent developments in contemporary Islamic
scholarship have increasingly emphasized the
Qur’an and Hadith not only as textual authorities but
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also as living sources of guidance embodied in the
daily practices of Muslim communities. The
concepts of the Living Qur’an and Living Hadith
highlight how scriptural teachings are interpreted,
internalized, and practiced within diverse socio-
cultural contexts. At the same time, the authenticity
and authority of these teachings depend on rigorous
scholarly methods, particularly fakhrij and the
analysis of ahkam (legal) hadith, which ensure the
reliability, traceability, and legal applicability of
prophetic  traditions  (1). These processes
demonstrate that lived religious expressions are
inseparable from systematic textual verification.

Despite growing research on lived-religion
approaches and hadith authentication studies, both
strands often remain analytically disconnected,
resulting in a fragmented understanding of how
methodological verification shapes contemporary
Muslim practice. To address this gap, this study
conducts a systematic literature review to synthesize
scholarship on the Living Qur’an and Hadith
alongside takhrij practices and ahkam hadith
analysis (2). By mapping key themes,
methodological trends, and conceptual linkages, the
study aims to clarify the interaction between textual
criticism and lived religious experience and to
propose an integrated framework for future research
in Islamic and hadith studies (3).

Provide background of the study, literature review,
research gap, and objective of the research. Clearly
state the purpose and significance of the study
related to drug delivery technology (4). The concepts
of the Living Qur’an and Living Hadith describe the
dynamic, continuous embodiment of the Qur’anic
message and the Prophetic tradition (Sunnah) in the
daily lives of Muslims (5-7). These are not merely
sacred texts to be read or memorized, but living
sources of moral guidance, legal reasoning, and
spiritual inspiration that actively shape personal
conduct, communal norms, and societal structures.
The idea of “living” in this context denotes an
ongoing process of interpretation, contextualization,
and application that bridges the temporal gap
between revelation and contemporary realities. In
Islamic scholarship, the Qur’an is understood as the
divine word of Allah, while hadith serves as its
interpretative  counterpart, providing concrete

demonstrations of the Prophet Muhammad’s (peace
be upon him) application of divine guidance (8,9).
Together, they form the primary sources of Islamic
law  (shari‘ah), ethics, and worldview. The
importance of exploring the implications of the
“Living Qur’an and Hadith” lies in its potential to
ensure that these foundational sources remain
vibrant, adaptable, and relevant in addressing the
moral, social, and intellectual challenges of the
modern world ranging from questions of bioethics
and environmental stewardship to digital governance
and intercultural engagement (10).

Research on the Living Qur’an and Living Hadith
has grown across disciplines, including Qur’anic
studies, hadith sciences, Islamic jurisprudence,
anthropology, and sociology of religion. Early
studies, such as those by Fazlur Rahman (2020),
emphasized the importance of contextual
interpretation (fafsir maudu‘i, figh al-waqi®) to
ensure the Qur’an and Sunnah remain practically
applicable in diverse contexts (11). More recent
scholarship, including works by Abdullah Saeed
(2006), has examined the hermeneutical frameworks
and socio-political dynamics that influence how
Muslims engage with scripture in different cultural
and historical settings (12—14). Field-based research
in Southeast Asia, Africa, and the Middle East by
scholars such as Asma Afsaruddin (2019) has
documented how Qur’anic and hadith teachings are
operationalized in areas such as social justice
movements, environmental activism, and public
health policy (15). In the digital era, emerging
studies explore how online platforms have amplified
both access to and contestation of textual authority,
with Qur’anic and hadith content being mobilized
for purposes ranging from grassroots education to
political rhetoric (16). These findings demonstrate
the resilience of scripture as a living source, yet also
highlight tensions between textual literalism and
principled adaptation, and between scholarly
authority and democratized interpretation.

Despite these scholarly advances, notable gaps and
challenges remain. Interdisciplinary integration
between classical textual criticism (ulum al-Qur’an
and ulum al-hadith) and contemporary lived realities
is still limited, leaving an incomplete understanding
of how authenticity, authority, and applicability are
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negotiated in everyday contexts (17). The
proliferation of unverified or decontextualized
Qur’anic and hadith citations in social media
environments raises concerns about
misinterpretation, selective usage, and politicization.
Furthermore, there is insufficient exploration of how
globalization, secularism, and pluralistic interaction
shape the reception of these sources among diverse
Muslim communities (18-20). To address these
issues, future research should employ a multi-
layered methodology that combines historical-
philological analysis with ethnographic, digital, and
socio-legal approaches. There is also a need for
scholarly and community-based initiatives that
enhance scriptural literacy, promote critical
engagement, and encourage application of the
Qur’an and Sunnah in ways that remain faithful to
their core objectives (magasid al-shari‘ah) while
responding to the ethical demands of contemporary
life (21). In my view, the “Living Qur’an and
Hadith” should not be treated merely as preserved
texts in academic or devotional spaces, but as
evolving ethical discourses anchored in divine
revelation yet open to thoughtful reinterpretation
capable of guiding humanity through the
complexities of the present and the uncertainties of
the future.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Historical and Theological Context

The Qur'an and Hadith are foundational texts in
Islam, shaping the religion's theological, legal, and
cultural frameworks. The Qur'an, regarded as the
verbatim word of God, has been central to Islamic
thought, influencing various fields such as
jurisprudence, theology, and philosophy (22)(23).
Islamic philosophers like Avicenna and Mulla Sadra
adapted Greek philosophical doctrines to align with
Qur'anic teachings, demonstrating the text's
profound impact on intellectual traditions (22). The
Hadith, comprising the sayings and actions of the
Prophet Muhammad, serves as a secondary source of
Islamic law and guidance, complementing the
Qur'an by providing context and elaboration on its
teachings (24)(25)(26). The Hadith literature,
collected during the early centuries of Islam, has
been crucial in shaping Islamic law, theology, and
daily practices (24,25).

2.2 Modern Interpretations and Challenges

In contemporary times, the interpretation and
application of the Qur'an and Hadith have evolved,
influenced by modernity, globalization, and
technological advancements (27). The Qur’an-only
movement, which emerged in the 19th century,
advocates for exclusive reliance on the Qur'an,
challenging the traditional authority of the
Hadith (28,29). This movement argues that the
Qur'an is a sufficient guide for Muslim practice,
while critics emphasize the importance of the
Hadith in understanding the Prophet's life and
deriving  Islamic  beliefs (28,29). Modern
scholarship has also seen a revaluation of Hadith,
with new methodologies and interdisciplinary
approaches providing deeper insights into its
authenticity and relevance (24,30)(31). Digital
media and technology have further transformed the
dissemination and interpretation of Hadith, making
it a living discourse that adapts to contemporary
issues and challenges (32,33).

2.3 Socio-Cultural Implications

The socio-cultural implications of the Qur'an and
Hadith are significant, influencing various aspects
of Muslim life, including gender roles, legal
practices, and community dynamics. The Hadith
has been instrumental in shaping social norms and
practices, but its interpretation has also been
subject to cultural and social contexts (31,34). For
instance, the role of women in Islamic societies has
been a contentious issue, with some scholars
advocating for a re-examination of Hadith to
address gender inequalities and promote women's
rights (35,36). The concept of "living Hadith"
highlights how these texts are interpreted and
practiced in daily life, reflecting local traditions and
cultural contexts (37)(38,39). This dynamic
interaction between text and context underscores
the need for a nuanced understanding of the Qur'an
and Hadith, balancing traditional interpretations
with contemporary realities (31,34).

In conclusion, the Qur'an and Hadith continue to
play pivotal roles in shaping Islamic thought and
practice. While traditional interpretations remain
influential, modern challenges and technological
advancements necessitate a re-examination of these
texts to ensure their relevance in contemporary
Muslim societies. The dynamic interplay between
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historical context, modern interpretations, and
socio-cultural  implications  highlights  the
complexity and enduring significance of the Qur'an
and Hadith in Islam.

3. MATERIALS AND METHODS

3.1 Identification

Following the PRISMA framework, the
identification stage serves as the foundational step in
conducting a systematic literature review (SLR) by
mapping the scope of existing scholarship relevant
to the research topic. In this study, two of the most
reputable and comprehensive  bibliographic
databases Scopus and Web of Science (WoS) were
employed to ensure the breadth and quality of
retrieved literature on the theme “Implications for
Living Qur’an and Hadith.” The choice of these
databases is methodologically significant. Scopus
offers expansive coverage of peer-reviewed journals
across diverse disciplines, including Islamic studies,
religious anthropology, and sociocultural research,
while WoS is renowned for its rigorous indexing
criteria and citation tracking, which enhances the
retrieval of highly influential works. The database
searches, using carefully selected keywords and
Boolean operators, yielded 36 records from Scopus
and 11 records from WoS, giving an aggregated total
of 39 unique records after the removal of duplicates.
This initial pool of literature provides a strong
preliminary dataset, representing both disciplinary
diversity and scholarly depth, which is essential for
a comprehensive understanding of how the concepts
of a “Living Qur’an” and a “Living Hadith” are
examined across different academic domains.

Beyond these numerical outputs, the identification
results reveal several underlying insights and
implications that justify both the methodological
choices and the analytical direction of this review.
First, the relatively modest number of retrieved
records despite using two of the most extensive
global databases suggests that scholarship explicitly
engaging with the thematic framing of “Implications
for Living Qur'an and Hadith”
underdeveloped as a formal research category.
While there is an abundance of literature on Qur’anic
hermeneutics,  hadith and their
sociocultural applications, few works employ this
specific “living” paradigm, indicating both a niche

remains

sciences,

and an opportunity for scholarly contribution.
Second, the higher yield from Scopus compared to
WoS reflects the former’s broader inclusion of
journals from Muslim-majority regions and
interdisciplinary outlets, which are often the primary
venues for Islamic studies research; this distribution
reinforces the importance of database selection in
ensuring cultural and linguistic inclusivity. Third,
the combined dataset offers a balanced foundation
for subsequent screening and eligibility assessment,
where the integration of high-impact, globally
indexed research (via WoS) with contextually rich,
regionally engaged studies (via Scopus) can enhance
the comprehensiveness and relevance of the SLR. In
light of these findings, this review not only
documents existing scholarship but also positions
itself to address a significant research gap one that
bridges classical Islamic textual studies with
contemporary lived realities thereby advancing both
theoretical discourse and practical engagement with
the Qur’an and Sunnah in the modern era.

Table 1. The search string

Databases Search string
Scopus TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ( “living
hadith” OR “living hadis” OR
“living sunnah” OR “living qur'an”
))
Web  of (“living hadith” OR “living hadis”
Science OR “living sunnah” OR “living
qur'an” ) (Topic) and Preprint
Citation Index (Exclude -
Database)
3.2 Screening

Following the identification stage, the screening
process was undertaken to refine the initial dataset
and ensure that only studies meeting the predefined
inclusion criteria were retained for further review.
The screening criteria were established in alignment
with PRISMA guidelines, prioritizing both linguistic
accessibility and disciplinary relevance.
Specifically, records were excluded if they were
published in non-English languages, produced prior
to 2014, classified as books, review articles, or “in
press” publications, or if they fell outside the
targeted subject categories of Social Sciences, Arts
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and Humanities, Environmental Science, and
Decision Sciences. These parameters were set to
ensure that the resulting corpus reflected current,
peer-reviewed, and thematically aligned scholarship
that could directly inform an analysis of the
“Implications for Living Qur’an and Hadith.”
Applying these criteria to the initial 39 records
yielded a refined dataset consisting of 28 records
from Scopus and 11 records from WoS, maintaining
the same total of 39 due to the absence of duplicate
records between the two databases. The absence of
duplication is significant, as it indicates
complementary rather than overlapping coverage
between Scopus and WoS, reinforcing the
methodological decision to use both databases in
tandem for comprehensive literature retrieval.

Beyond the numerical outcomes, the screening stage
reveals critical patterns with methodological and
thematic implications. The decision to exclude pre-
2014 literature aligns with the review’s emphasis on
capturing contemporary scholarly discourse,
particularly given the dynamic sociocultural shifts
and technological advancements that have
influenced the interpretation and application of
Qur’anic and Hadith teachings in the past decade.
Similarly, the exclusion of non-English works, while
a necessary limitation for analytical consistency,
highlights a gap in accessibility to potentially
valuable regional scholarship particularly from
Muslim-majority contexts where Arabic, Malay,
Turkish, or Persian dominate academic publishing.
This suggests that the current dataset, while globally
representative within English-language scholarship,
may underrepresent certain localised perspectives,
an issue that can be addressed in future multilingual
reviews. Moreover, the subject category restrictions
were deliberately broad enough to capture both
textual-theological analyses and  applied,
interdisciplinary studies (e.g., environmental ethics,
decision-making models), yet narrow enough to
exclude technical fields with no direct bearing on the
thematic scope. The lack of duplication between
Scopus and WoS also implies that each database
offers unique access points to different scholarly
communities Scopus leaning towards regionally
diverse and interdisciplinary outputs, and WoS
skewing towards high-impact, globally indexed
journals. Collectively, this screening process has

preserved a dataset that is both diverse in scope and
methodologically rigorous, laying a solid foundation
for the eligibility stage, where content-specific
criteria will further refine the focus on empirical,
conceptual, and theoretical contributions to the
understanding of the Living Qur’an and Hadith in
contemporary contexts.

Table 2. The selection criterion is

searching
Criterion Inclusion Exclusion
Language  English Non-English
Time line 2014-2025 <2014
Literature Journal Book, Review
type (Article) and
Conference
Publication Final In Press
stage
Subject Social Besides Social
Sciences, Arts Sciences, Arts
and and
Humanities, Humanities,
Environmental  Environmental
Science, Science,
Decision Decision
Sciences Sciences
3.3 Eligibility

In the eligibility phase of the PRISMA framework,
the 39 articles that passed the screening stage
underwent a more detailed appraisal to determine
their direct relevance to the objectives of this
systematic review. This stage involved full-text
assessment to ensure that retained studies provided
substantive contributions to the exploration of the
Implications for Living Qur’an and Hadith. Articles
were excluded for several specific reasons: (i) they
were deemed out of field, meaning their central
focus was unrelated to the intersection of Qur’anic
or Hadith studies with contemporary lived realities;
(i1) their titles did not indicate significant alignment
with the research objectives, suggesting a low
probability of thematic fit; (iii) their abstracts
revealed a lack of connection to the review’s guiding
questions; and (iv) the full text could not be accessed
despite reasonable retrieval attempts (40). This
rigorous filtering process resulted in the exclusion of
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12 articles, leaving 27 studies that were fully aligned
with the scope, conceptual framing, and thematic
objectives of the review. The application of such
detailed eligibility criteria is essential for ensuring
that the final dataset reflects both the conceptual
precision and methodological integrity necessary for
high-impact scholarly synthesis.

Beyond the immediate numerical refinement, the
eligibility stage underscores the importance of
conceptual clarity and methodological discipline in
the SLR process. Excluding studies due to thematic
misalignment whether detected at the title, abstract,
or full-text level helps safeguard the coherence of the
final synthesis, particularly in a field such as
Qur’anic and Hadith studies where tangentially
related works (e.g., general Islamic ethics, Arabic
linguistics, or theological polemics) might otherwise
dilute the analytical focus (41). The inability to
access full texts, while a relatively small proportion
of the exclusions, points to an ongoing challenge in
academic research: the accessibility gap between
indexed records and open, usable content, especially
when high-impact journals are behind paywalls. This
limitation, though methodologically unavoidable,
signals a potential bias toward literature that is
institutionally accessible, which future reviews
could mitigate through partnerships, interlibrary
loans, or targeted requests to authors. Importantly,
the 27 included studies represent a carefully curated
body of literature that not only meets the formal
inclusion parameters but also offers diverse
methodological approaches ranging from textual-
historical analysis to ethnographic fieldwork thereby
enabling a richer, multi-layered understanding of
how the Qur’an and Hadith function as “living”
sources in contemporary Muslim societies. This
balanced dataset ensures that the subsequent
qualitative analysis will be both thematically robust
and methodologically rigorous, contributing original
insights to an underexplored yet highly significant
area of Islamic studies scholarship (Figure 2).

3.4 Data Abstraction and Analysis

An integrative analysis approach was adopted as a
key assessment strategy in this study to examine and
synthesise diverse research designs, particularly
those employing qualitative methodologies. The

primary objective was to identify and refine relevant
themes and subthemes that aligned with the study’s
scope. The process began with systematic data
collection, forming the initial foundation for theme
development. As illustrated in Figure 2, the authors
conducted a meticulous review of 27 selected
publications, extracting statements and content
pertinent to the Implications for Living Qur’an and
Hadith. Each study was assessed not only for its
thematic relevance but also for its methodological
rigour and key research findings.

Following this, the lead author collaborated closely
with co-authors to construct themes grounded in the
evidence emerging from the dataset. Throughout the
analysis, a detailed research log was maintained to
document analytical observations, interpretative
insights, emerging questions, and reflections
relevant to data interpretation. This audit trail
ensured transparency and traceability in the
analytical process. Finally, the authors cross-
compared their thematic interpretations to identify
potential inconsistencies or divergences in theme
formulation. Any differences in conceptual
understanding were resolved through critical
discussion and consensus-building among the
research team, thereby enhancing the credibility and
coherence of the thematic framework. Figure 1
shows the flow diagram of the proposed search
study. The questions are as follows below:

1. How are the Qur’an and Hadith embodied in
rituals, practices, and cultural expressions across
different Muslim communities?

2. In what ways do interpretations of the Qur’an and
Hadith influence social identity formation, legal
frameworks, and ethical norms in contemporary
Muslim societies?

3. How are contemporary transformations, including
digitalisation and globalisation, shaping
interpretative approaches to the Living Qur’an and
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Figure 1. Flow diagram of the proposed search
study.

4. RESULTS AND FINDING

4.1 Rituals, Practices, and Cultural Expressions of
Living Qur’an and Hadith

Religious practice in contemporary Indonesian
settings presents a layered picture where scriptural
references are actively interpreted to govern identity,
authority, and public comportment. In Yogyakarta,
the study by Marhumah, Muyassaroh 1.K. and
Sciortino (2025) documents conservative readings of
Hadith among Salafi Muslimah while also recording
moments of negotiation in public spaces, indicating
a managed balance between textual literalism and
situational ~demands.
created another arena of adaptation: Dewi and
Akmaluddin (2023) show how mutawwif vloggers
amplified the acceptability and logistics of badal
Umrah through social media, yet without replacing

Pandemic-era constraints

embodied pilgrimage; ethical guardrails and
pedagogic  narration emerged as practical
requirements. Identity-making likewise appears

through onomastic customs: Yahya (2024) interprets
lagab and kunyah within Makassar families as a
living Sunnah that honors reduces
misrecognition, and deepens intra-familial respect,
linking household practice to classical hadith-based
etiquettes. Read as a set, these studies suggest that
scriptural reception is not static; rather, it is curated

persons,

across public piety, digital mediation, and kinship
norms (42—44).

Jurisprudentially oriented rituals expose another line
of implications, where conformity to canonical
guidance coexists with vernacular problem-solving.
In a village case study, Akram, Nasution, and
Damanik (2024) report generally compliant qurban
procedures but identify suboptimal elements
installment purchases, dedicating on behalf of the
deceased, pooled meat handling, and wage practices
thereby calling for renewed hadith literacy to elevate
both spiritual and social value. Communal solidarity
receives a distinct articulation in Central Sulawesi:
Puyu, Umar, Hanis, Arifin, and Abili (2023) analyze
mansai as pre-marital mutual aid consistent with
validated hadiths and functioning as social glue
under the frame of living Sunnah. End-of-life
recitational customs in Sumenep, reviewed by
Muttaqin, Afifullah, and Nurhayati (2022), show
flexible pairings of surahs (e.g., Yasin with al-Ra‘d
or al-Qiyamah) grounded in Prophetic reports and
classical commentaries;
description clarifies that perceived efficacy can
diverge from literal thematic content while
remaining devotionally meaningful (45-47).

phenomenological

Rural receptions further demonstrate how Qur’anic
presence moves beyond text toward objects,
performances, and protective technologies. Research
in Gentasari by Supriyanto and Zaman (2023)
records the Qur’an being hosted as curative and
apotropaic medium, linked to hopes for childbirth

and dignified death, and validated through
immersive fieldwork. In East Java, Abidin,
Noorhidayati, and Ahmadi (2023) map the

production and circulation of amulets containing
verses, with mystical, social, and economic
functions that integrate belief and livelihood.
Meanwhile, Supriadi, Faridatunnisa, Akbar, and
Mualimin (2022) describe batamat among Dayak
Bakumpai, where completion rituals have shifted
from guidance-centered instruction to markers of
social status and egalitarian participation, reflecting

a performative turn in Qur’anic reception (48—50).

Aesthetic and material cultures operate as additional
channels for living texts. Wazna and Arif (2022)
show Gayo poetry embedding Prophetic ethics yet
also note dilution in lyric depth and performance
decorum, implying a need for value re-anchoring
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within popular expression. In Magelang, Mustofa
(2025) analyzes Muslim sculptors who reconcile
hadith-based aniconism with local industry,
reasoning via QS Saba’:13 that non-idolatrous
statuary can be licit; this argument reframes
prohibition in relation to use rather than mere
depiction. Ritualized Qur’an recitation within
Javanese tingkeban at Pesantren Darussalam,
described by Hanif, Ubaidillah, and Marpuah
(2024), connects selected surahs to psychosocial
hopes for mother and child and builds periodic
khotmil networks that stabilize community memory
and gendered participation in devotional cycles (51—
53).

Across these domains, institutional ethics and
communal reform appear as recurrent outcomes.
Hidayat and Khaq (2024) trace Surat al-‘Asr as a
moral engine within Muhammadiyah Pekajangan,
where routine recitation and interpretive instruction
correlate with civic discipline and the growth of
social enterprises. This trajectory resonates with
calls for practice-proximate hermeneutics in other
settings: strengthening hadith competence to refine
sacrificial protocols (Akram; Nasution; Damanik,
2024), designing ethical communication norms for
digital mutawwif facilitation (Dewi; Akmaluddin,
2023), and clarifying boundaries between protective
objects and commodification (Abidin; Noorhidayati;
Ahmadi, 2023). Tensions persist, however, around
the line between cultural accommodation and
doctrinal dilution, particularly in performative arts
and ritual economies; sustained collaboration
between textual scholars, anthropologists, and
community leaders appears necessary to preserve
normative anchors while recognizing lived
complexity (43,45,49,54).

4.2 Living Qur’an and Hadith in Social Identity,
Law, and Ethics

The concept of religious tolerance in the context of
the Living Qur’an emerges strongly in various
studies, particularly in regions where interfaith
interactions are frequent. In Pamekasan, Madura,
interpretations of Qur’anic verses on coexistence
translate into tangible acts such as social service,
shared celebration of religious days, and the
preservation of interfaith harmony through cultural
traditions and the proximity of diverse places of
worship (55). Similarly, in Javanese pesantrens,

hadiths on inter-religious relations are understood as
endorsing justice, balance, and tolerance, reinforcing
the right of other communities to practice their faith
without prejudice (56). Both cases highlight that
local customs and institutional guidance from
religious scholars play pivotal roles in embedding
moderation and mutual respect into daily life.

The role of women in Islamic leadership, law, and
culture also features prominently in the examined
literature. In the women’s pesantren context, Nyai
Munjidah Wahab’s leadership exemplifies how
Qur’anic principles, specifically those in QS. An-
Nisa: 34, can be interpreted to promote gender
equality and leadership participation beyond
domestic confines (57). Similarly, in the Mandar
community, the sibaliparriq tradition rooted in
Qur’anic values of mutual assistance positions
women in dignified and equitable roles alongside
men (58). These studies show that cultural
adaptation of Qur’anic values can sustain both
religious fidelity and evolving gender norms within
Islamic communities.

Inheritance practices in Makassar society reveal the
dynamic interplay between Islamic law and
customary traditions. While the Qur’anic 2:1
inheritance ratio remains a legal reference, many
communities resolve inheritance issues through
consensus (musyawarah) to preserve family
integrity, reflecting a synthesis of Islamic and local
legal systems (59). This flexible application,
grounded in the Living Qur’an approach, illustrates
how legal rulings can coexist with cultural
mechanisms  to social  harmony,
particularly regarding women’s rights.

maintain

The practice and perception of the nigab in academic
and pesantren environments further illustrate the
varied interpretations of Islamic law and tradition. At
the Islamic State University in Lampung, niqab-
wearing students encounter minimal discrimination
despite their minority status, reflecting an
environment of formal equality and personal
religious expression (60). In contrast, at Mambaush
Sholihin Islamic Boarding School, Gresik, the nigab
is institutionalized as part of a code of conduct to
regulate gender interaction, leading to mixed student
responses ranging from compliance to subtle
resistance, while external perceptions oscillate
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between views of radicalization and preservation of
moderation (61). Both cases show that the living
application of Qur’anic and Sunnah teachings can
vary significantly depending on institutional policies
and societal interpretations.

Hadith reception in remote Muslim communities
also demonstrates the integration of religious
principles into cultural life, even when linguistic
comprehension is limited. In Lilinta, Raja Ampat,
the essence of hadith teachings is preserved through
cultural practice rather than textual understanding,
resulting in enduring traditions that shape
community behavior and moral norms (39). This
negotiated reception aligns with broader patterns
observed in other contexts, where lived religious
practices may diverge from literal scriptural
interpretation while maintaining doctrinal essence.

4.3 Contemporary Transformations and
Interpretative Approaches

The study of the living hadith and living Qur’an in
Indonesia demonstrates a significant transformation
in interpretative approaches, particularly in their
adaptation to cultural, social, and institutional
contexts. Qudsy, Abdullah, Jubba, Prasojo, and
Taufik (2023) identify the living hadith as a distinct
subdiscipline within hadith studies, emphasizing
how Muslims integrate prophetic traditions into
everyday practices while negotiating with local
customs (37). This integration involves dynamic
processes of practice, reception, text interaction,
transmission, and transformation. Similar contextual
engagement is evident in Taufiq and Hassan’s
(2016) examination of tafsir adabi ijtima'i (social
exegesis), which simplifies Qur’anic interpretation
for community use, prioritizing accessibility and
practical application. The approach incorporates
local language, cultural preservation, and social
problem-solving, ensuring religious texts remain
relevant to contemporary Indonesian society (62).
Muiz, Danial, Gaffar, and Syamsuddin (2018)
further illustrate the challenges in applying Qur’anic
principles to modern social activism, revealing that
students’ demonstrations often diverge from the
ethical communication outlined in Surah al-Nahl
(125) (63). Collectively, these studies highlight a
broader interpretive trend: scriptural teachings are
recontextualized to fit communal realities, but this

process also exposes gaps between normative
guidance and lived practice.

Interpretations of the Qur’an also extend into
societal resilience and ethical conduct within
specific socio-cultural frameworks. Danarta (2022)
documents Muhammadiyah’s integration of
Qur’anic principles into disaster mitigation
strategies, combining theological understanding
with scientific approaches to foster disaster-resilient
communities. This perspective reframes disasters
not solely as divine retribution but as natural
phenomena requiring proactive prevention and
community preparedness, drawing from verses
related to causality and stewardship (64). Similarly,
Zenrif, Nuqul, Mustofa, and Barizi (2024) explore
social Sufism as an interpretive model rooted in
Surah  al-Ma’idah:2, promoting values of
cooperation, moral refinement, and collective
identity. The Madurese-Santri community in Malang
demonstrates how spiritual ideals are translated into
social ethics, shaping communal cohesion and
shared responsibility. In both cases, religious
interpretation functions not only as a moral compass
but also as a framework for structured social
response, aligning scriptural exegesis with practical
governance of societal wellbeing (65).

Technological transformation represents another
significant axis of contemporary interpretative
engagement. Ali and Isnaini (2024) analyze the
digitization of Tafsir al-Mishbah, illustrating how
digital platforms extend accessibility to Qur’anic
interpretation while preserving scholarly authority.
Through features such as online video content and
interactive interfaces, digital tafsir bridges the gap
between traditional exegesis and modern media
consumption. The study notes that this
transformation aligns with the /living Qur’an
discourse by embedding scriptural engagement
within contemporary communication technologies,
thus reshaping both the mode of delivery and public
reception (66). When considered alongside the
localized models of social exegesis (Taufiq &
Hassan, 2016) and cultural assimilation of prophetic
traditions (Qudsy et al., 2023), digitization emerges
as a complementary force that facilitates both
preservation and innovation in Islamic scholarship
(37,62).
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5. DISCUSSION

This systematic literature review examined the
implications of the Living Qur’an and Living Hadith
by synthesizing how these traditions are embodied,
interpreted and adapted within contemporary
Muslim contexts. Drawing on studies published
between 2014 and 2025 from Scopus and Web of
Science, the review employed rigorous inclusion
criteria to ensure linguistic clarity, thematic
relevance, and methodological soundness. The
analysis addressed key questions on the
manifestation of the Qur’an and Hadith in rituals,
practices, and cultural expressions; their role in
shaping social identity, legal discourse, and ethical
norms; and the influence of contemporary
transformations, including globalization and
digitalization on interpretative approaches.

The review identified three overarching thematic
patterns. First, rituals, practices, and cultural
expressions illustrate the dynamic negotiation
between textual authority and local adaptation,
spanning devotional acts, artistic traditions, and
material culture. Second, the role of the Living
Qur’an and Hadith in shaping social identity, law,
and ethics reflects both continuity with classical
norms and flexibility in addressing gender roles,
interfaith relations, and legal pluralism. Third,
contemporary interpretative transformations
demonstrate how scriptural engagement is reframed
through social activism, disaster resilience, ethical
governance, and digital platforms, revealing an
ongoing balance between preservation of tradition
and adaptation to modern realities.
Methodologically, the included studies employed
diverse approaches ranging from ethnographic
observation to thematic textual analysis,
contributing to a multi-layered understanding of the
phenomenon.

This synthesis advances the field by consolidating
fragmented research into a coherent thematic
framework that bridges classical Islamic textual
studies with contemporary lived realities. It
introduces a categorization that integrates ritual-
cultural embodiment, socio-legal influence, and
transformative interpretative strategies, offering a
foundation for both theoretical refinement and
applied research. The review also highlights the

interplay between doctrinal fidelity and contextual
responsiveness as a defining characteristic of the
Living Qur’an and Hadith discourse.

The findings carry practical implications for
religious education, policy formation, community
leadership, and cultural preservation. They suggest
that strengthening scriptural literacy, fostering
dialogue between scholars and local communities,
and leveraging digital platforms for ethical
dissemination can enhance the relevance and
integrity of Qur’anic and Hadith engagement. The
identified themes may guide curriculum design in
Islamic studies, inform legal interpretations in
pluralistic societies, and support cultural initiatives
that integrate faith-based values into public life.

Notwithstanding its contributions, the review is
constrained by its focus on English-language
publications and two academic databases,
potentially overlooking significant scholarship in
Arabic, Malay, Turkish, and other languages. The
exclusion of pre-2014 works, while ensuring
contemporary relevance, also omits longitudinal
insights into the evolution of the Living Qur’an and
Hadith discourse. Future research could address
these gaps through multilingual, cross-regional
studies, expanded database coverage, and
longitudinal analyses that trace shifts in
interpretative and practical engagement over time.
In summary, this study underscores the enduring
vitality of the Qur’an and Hadith as living sources of
moral, legal, and cultural guidance anchored in core
principles yet adaptable across diverse contexts.
Systematic reviews in this domain are crucial for
producing evidence-based syntheses that not only
enrich scholarly discourse but also inform
community practice. By mapping the thematic
breadth and practical implications of the Living
Qur’an and Hadith, this review affirms their
relevance as dynamic ethical frameworks capable of
guiding Muslim communities through contemporary
challenges and future uncertainties.

6. CONCLUSION

This study underscores the importance of examining
the Qur’an and Hadith through both lived and
methodological lenses, demonstrating that the
authority of Islamic texts is sustained not only
through devotional practice and socio-cultural
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embodiment but also through rigorous processes of
authentication such as takhrij and the analysis of
ahkam hadith. By systematically synthesizing
dispersed scholarship, this review clarifies key
themes, methodological trends, and conceptual
linkages between textual verification and lived
religious experience.

The findings contribute to strengthening theoretical
coherence and methodological integration within
contemporary Islamic studies, highlighting how
hadith criticism and legal interpretation remain
central to preserving the reliability and practical
relevance of prophetic traditions. Moreover, the
dynamic interaction between scholarship and
everyday practice illustrates the adaptive nature of
scriptural engagement in responding to changing
social realities. Future research should expand
empirical and comparative investigations across
diverse Muslim contexts, further refine fakhrij-based
analytical frameworks, and explore the influence of
digital technologies and emerging knowledge
platforms on the transmission and application of the
Living Qur’an and Living Hadith. Such efforts will
deepen understanding of their enduring significance
and enhance their contribution to addressing
contemporary religious and societal challenges.
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